
Centenary United Methodist Church 

Order of Worship 

April 5, 2020     11:00 AM 

Palm Sunday 

 

Chiming of the Trinity 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

Prelude Hosanna, Loud Hosanna 
 Paul Saik-organist 

 

Greeting Psalm 118 

   
 
 

The Lord is my strength and my power;  
the Lord has become my salvation. 
There are joyous songs of victory  

in the tents of the righteous: 
“The right hand of the Lord does valiantly,  

the right hand of the Lord is exalted, 
the right hand of the Lord does valiantly!” 

I shall not die, but I shall live,  
and recount the deeds of the Lord. 

The Lord has chastened me sorely,  
but has not given me over to death. 

Open to me the gates of righteousness,  
that I may enter through them 
and give thanks to the Lord. 

This is the gate of the Lord;  
the righteous shall enter through it. 

I thank you that you have answered me  
and have become my salvation. 

The stone which the builders rejected  
has become the cornerstone. 

This is the Lord’s doing;  
it is marvelous in our eyes. 

This is the day which the Lord has made;  
let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

Save us, we beseech you, O Lord! 
O Lord, we beseech you, give us success! 

The Lord is God, who has given us light. 
Lead the festal procession with branches,  

up to the horns of the altar!| 
You are my God, and I will give thanks to you;  

you are my God, I will extol you. 
O give thanks to the Lord, who is good;  

for God’s steadfast love endures for ever! 



Hymn  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Opening Prayer 

 

 

 

 

Anthem Ride On In Majesty Sheppherd 
 Paul Saik-solo 
 
The Children’s Time 
 
Prayer for Illumination 

Old Testament Lesson Isaiah 50:4-9a 
 

 
 

O God, your Word is more precious than fine gold, and sweeter than purest honey. As we 
turn to your Scripture, send your Holy Spirit to infuse your Word with truth and grace-so 
that the good news of your love would shine before our eyes and delight our senses...so 
that we cannot help but respond with wonder, faith and trust. Amen. 

      

The Lord God has given me 
    the tongue of a teacher, 
that I may know how to sustain 
    the weary with a word. 
Morning by morning he wakens— 
    wakens my ear 
    to listen as those who are taught. 
The Lord God has opened my ear, 
    and I was not rebellious, 
    I did not turn backward. 
I gave my back to those who struck me, 
    and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; 
I did not hide my face 
    from insult and spitting. 
The Lord God helps me; 
    therefore I have not been disgraced; 
therefore I have set my face like flint, 
    and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 
    he who vindicates me is near. 
Who will contend with me? 
    Let us stand up together. 
Who are my adversaries? 
    Let them confront me. 
It is the Lord God who helps me; 
    who will declare me guilty?  

Almighty God, on this day your Son Jesus Christ entered the holy city of Jerusalem 
and was proclaimed King by those who spread their garments and palm branches 
along his way. Let those branches be for us signs of his victory, and grant that we who 
bear them in his name may ever hail him as our Lord, and follow him in the way that 
leads to eternal life. In his name we pray. Amen. 



Epistle Lesson Philippians 2:5-11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Leader:  This is the word of God for us the people of God. 

People:   Thanks be to God. 

The Gloria Patri # 71 

 

 

The Gospel Matthew 21:1-11 

 

 

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,  

who, though he was in the form of God, 

    did not regard equality with God 

    as something to be exploited, 

but emptied himself, 

    taking the form of a slave, 

    being born in human likeness. 

And being found in human form, 

    he humbled himself 

    and became obedient to the point of death— 

    even death on a cross. 

Therefore God also highly exalted him 

    and gave him the name 

    that is above every name, 

 so that at the name of Jesus 

    every knee should bend, 

    in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

 and every tongue should confess     

    that Jesus Christ is Lord,      

    to the glory of God the Father.  

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning; 

is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen. 

     When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the 
Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go into the village 
ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; un-
tie them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, just say this, 
‘The Lord needs them.’ And he will send them immediately.[a]” 4 This took place to 
fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet, saying, 

“Tell the daughter of Zion, 

Look, your king is coming to you, 

    humble, and mounted on a donkey, 

        and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+21%3A1-11&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23828a


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Leader:  This is the word of God for us the people of God. 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

Sermon Wait! What?  

  The Rev. Tom Greener 

Hymn   
  

     The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them;  they brought the don-
key and the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them.  A very 
large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the 
trees and spread them on the road.  The crowds that went ahead of him and 
that followed were shouting,

 When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is 
this?”  The crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Gali-
lee.” 

“Hosanna to the Son of David! 

    Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Offering                      Click Here to Donate  

 

The Offertory Must Jesus Bear The Cross Alone 

 Paul Saik-piano 

Doxology 

  

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

  

Intercessory Requests and Thanksgivings 

  

Prayers of the People  

  

 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; praise 

him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbfdy7UkqTLFFlERMLNCrt2yXHubq5Z7ap5JVmPErc4ZeYHCKCZhESjGNQmZ5B-6dx17LCkjm2dxDK1AMANCirc4=&ver=3


Invitation 

Prayer of Confession 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Words of Assurance 

 

 

 

The Passing of the Peace 

 

 

Preparing the Table 

The Great Thanksgiving 

O God, you know us well. We are quick to speak of faith, but slow to live it fully. We 

shout "hosanna" as Jesus approaches, as did the people of Jerusalem many years 

ago; but we do not want him to come too close. We are quick to claim faith in Jesus as 

our Lord and Savior; but, like the throng who greeted his entry into Jerusalem, we are 

fickle, slow to live fully and everywhere as faithful disciples. We are quick to want the 

blessings of faithfulness; but, like the Twelve who spent the last week with him, we are 

slow to accept the pain and suffering of authentic Christ-like living. Forgive our weak-

ness and fear. Set us free to be witnesses to your reign and signs of your grace. 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that proves God’s love 

toward us. In the Name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! Glory to God. Amen. 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you! 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing always and everywhere  

     to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

In infinite love you made us for yourself;  

     and when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death,  

        your love remained steadfast.  

You bid your faithful people cleanse their hearts  

     and prepare with joy for the Easter feast,  

        that, renewed by your Word and Sacraments  

          and fervent in prayer and works of justice and mercy,  

            we  may come to the fullness of grace  

              that you have prepared for those who love you. 



And so, with your people on earth 

and all the company of heaven 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Holy are you,  

     and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ  

        whom you sent in the fullness of time to redeem the world.  

He emptied himself, taking the form of a servant,  

     being born in our likeness.  

He humbled himself and became obedient unto death,  

     even death on a cross.  

He took upon himself our sin and death and offered himself,  

     a perfect sacrifice for the sin of the whole world. 

By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection 

     you gave birth to your church, 

        delivered us from slavery to sin and death, 

          and made with us a new covenant 

            by water and the spirit. 

On the night in which he gave himself up for us 

     he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the bread, 

Gave it to his disciples, and said: 

     “Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. 

        Do this in remembrance of me.” 

When the supper was over, he took the cup, 

     gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said: 

        “Drink from this, all of you; 

           this is my blood of the new covenant, 

             poured out for you and for many 

               for the forgiveness of sins. 

                 Do this, as often as you drink it, 

                   in remembrance of me.” 

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ,  

     we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving 

        as a holy and living sacrifice, 

          in union with Christ’s offering for us, 

            as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 

 



Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, 

     and on these gifts of bread and wine. 

Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, 

     that we may be for the world the body of Christ, 

        redeemed by his blood. 

By your Spirit make us one with Christ, 

     one with each other, 

        and one in ministry to all the world, 

          until Christ comes in final victory, 

            and we feast at his heavenly banquet. 

 Through your Son Jesus Christ, 

     with the Holy Spirit in your holy church, 

       all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, 

         now and for ever. 

         Amen. 

And now, with the confidence of children of God, let us pray: 

 

 

 

 

Communion 

Prayer after the Meal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into tempta-

tion, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory for-

ever. Amen. 

Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you have given 

yourself to us. Grant that we may go into the world in the strength of your Spirit, to 

give ourselves for others. In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



             
            
  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 



Benediction 
 
Chiming of the Trinity 
 
Postlude                                                 Adagio in G Minor                                                   Albinoni
   


